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j am a wounded man. :7‘2;/ feﬁ arm is burned b:}/ a solid ﬂame. Torn, wounded,
sometimes Efeec[z'nj. j Jack a r{y/t% eye. z;%n([ (?f Jurjarz'o"e my rzjﬁ% fti'j 78

muscular, elastic, too young to represent my mz'c[c[fe—cge a‘ﬁ?{zjae.
j have to be trut/efu[

j was once taken into a dark chamber where j almost Jost consciousness.
cé&ymeone was there. Watcﬁ;'nj over me. Wﬂgaerinj sthilant words in a fc\prefyn
fcmjuege. jcouffn t see this Jﬁg]ae Wz’tﬁ‘cfan?}/.

Instead I frad to _guess about the meaning ij the words. %ntf somewhere in this
dark chamber, Jit 17:}/ ﬁa&/ﬁ'nj /i:jﬁvtef, j jueJJeJ there fad to be more of' them.

W/fo did this to me 7

j am Waf/@'nj on a shore. %fonj a riverbed, that has evened out to become a
stfent remnant ?f' §ometﬂnj much. fm;ger. J sense the  presenice cyp Jore/ﬁ'&torz’caf
animals. céSomet/fz'nj is also seen, between Jush bushes resemblfin 1g gomet/;z'nj
ﬁom remote islands. Thisis a aﬁgc(z]aer, a two meter fonj fizard with a
liammerkead shark head. Jt is breathin 1g in the sunshine.

m waves ﬁom the ocean sweep alon g the Jdnrfy shore. 1;%71[[ out there in the
distant rests the island where j was born. ji s a Jaarac[z'a‘e island but with J%rce&
g{yz’ve and take.

s the sun descends upen the ocoan J have finally made a fire upen a mountain
plate separating from other plates of simifar design. I have a knife that J make
sharper with a stone. J spit in the fire. J watch embers of burning tree make
their way wp in the nightly air. 7 howling, or rather a shrick, can be hoard from
parallel plates fooking fike mine.



W(;’W hard to see in the sunset.

j remember the occurrence in the dark chamber. ?fc‘»w someone knocked me
/;aff‘u/ae}/ UHCONSCIOUS. j sensed with a dulf mind then. Wtﬁ a egoz'raffz'nj eye
viston, distorted. /;earz'nj and a tuﬁ[[eat of‘ heart.

379 miracle was how these savages feﬁ me alive ./ j couldn ’t see the man
Jarg]aer(f}/. ﬁut he had to be fonjer than me. jmfodnj, dark, my&terz'ou&. z;%nc[

Yuz'te sadistic to tear my rzj/ft eye away.

%w could fie Jeave me alive and also make something with my right Jeq 7
9 vy regnt jeg

c% £ecameyounjer.

% Week- Jater j‘ confront a group of small people growing weeds on a mountain
group Jeeeple g g

§f<>Joe. c% isa sunny cfay. ;% c[lzy where the rays gp the sun make m'fve::y

Jocm]'ectz'on& on the weeds the Joeg]ofe are jrow‘z'nj.

The Joeczjafe are Wafk;'nj cfuma:}/. Their bodies are fuff}/ grown in the aspect qf
age. u\gut tﬁey are much smaller and not entz're(y foo;@'ny fz')@ Fumans. Imje
Oufﬂroﬂft'/l:;‘ can be seen afonj the f6j5 of‘ the {796(:2'66‘. IZ'Ee ouéyrow‘t/t} of‘ cancer,

a Jtranje disease.

57‘1 a stmilar way their ﬁce& have small ou@row‘t/t:f too. ;is zf t/eéy are um’nj

this to di'atinjuiJF themselves ﬁom others.

j ask them concerm'nj the z'mfom'nj man tearz'nj my rzj/ft eye away. ﬁ t%y
have seen someone fz'ké fiim. q/fﬁz't/; the  presence of‘ several others.

”m are a Jimffe race ./ ” @ne o]? the small men says, l@vu better turn to the
worman fz’vz’nj east afonj the mountain Jfg]ae. ” 7f(; says, ’ﬁzyﬁe she has the

4
answers.



MCan you not tr:}/ to remember ? ”j a&f once cgaz'n.
“We kave bad" memory. " The small man says and take a stp of‘ tl;:}/ ﬁuz’t.

,j ﬁyok‘ at the dul/ ﬁce& of' the small grown men. tﬁ?fzﬁen, not mea&urz'nj more

than tWenI:‘}/ centimetres, Waf£ afonj the others and” t/zde:}/ start to collect weeds

and - put them in baskets.

The whele gang of small people walk around the mountain plate. 7€ green grass
is growing along the weeds. Jhe pecple themselves are fiving in cave structures
within the mountain. Dut they are growing the weeds and some red plants along
them to collect what is needed for daily digestion.

3?9:}/ are cﬁattinj with dulf mincﬂs.lé@nj about trivia, foo@nj out at the ocean
and /favinj sorme rest. ;%nc[ j start to talk to my&e&f too. z;% stlent chatter.
;%ﬁout this uneven Jand ojﬁ many gafortunz’tz'e&.

@n a J’ourne:}/ to ﬁncf my dark fng/ft

I i S

I stand te fook at a small pend of water. T pond I previously searchod for
water species. Grawfish with six Jogs. Having a blue colour. FE blue colour
intersected with a pale blue. And dots of pale blue fragments along the top part
of their bodies.

F fook into the  pond. Z.i‘reen strands (f][' water vegetation make sifent movements
afonj the water. j see the ﬁce (?]p a man that has a jooc[ fookdz'nj J/zvcgoe. 7/71’7*@/-
ﬁve years ofd. % Jaroutf and reckless J/zdzgoe on a man that didn t amount to much

on the paradise island. ZZ‘:'VZ’ﬂj up under group pressure. c5uccu7rz£z’71j under
Sforces ke couldn t control.



;%716[ j sense a t[;:}/ and- Jaaz'nfuf sensation ﬁom my feﬁ arm. ﬁurnetf Iook;'nj
Jike charcoal. dmall currents of\ blood pour ﬁom the burned. Jurﬁce (f the arm.

z;% Jaaz'n. 1;% vicious caffz'nj to surrender.

Jtalk to myself. Jmake myself bocome catmer. Fend J take some water
vegetation to ease the pain of the arm. Fnd I start to see the proud ways of my
clothing. Having a black jacket mads from the skin of island animals. I wear
trousers too. In brown Jeather. Gut skharp and distinct from the tradition of a
paradise island tailor.

j;i tFZ'J‘ fanfcy[\Forror anfjarg%unc[my&terie& jcafm my&eﬁ[\t&vﬂm

I i S

The woman ojp rumour Jives on a secluded area in between two cfzﬁ%. %ntf a
smaller cfzﬁz’& seen some distance away too. ;%nc[ jz'veJ way fér a Jadtﬁdu/av}/ with

trails ﬁom Some Jon’or Joroce&o‘z'o:ﬂ.

y?fe fouse is a house of‘ wood. % Jaafe jrey colour. Wt/f ﬂou/e):}/ trunk:f
jrou/‘z'nj aﬂmj the Jaa/é sides OJF the fouse. 7 fe woman comes to jreet me and has a

Eeautzfuf foofz'nj ﬁce with a /fzgsfy expression.

l%not/fer mountain dweller ? ’ y/fe woman a&k:f, I’W/fat can j do ffvr you 7 ”

':j‘Fave Sorme Yueatz'onef. ”f start and j am shown inside the house ﬁr Sorme ccﬁée
and a couJafe (y[‘ cookies.

The howuse interiors are blessed with a certain scent (gf Jae:fume ﬁom the woman.
Jt is a scent (f Jocal ffoufenf and herbs ﬁom the Jocal Ju(]ofef}/. The walls (ff the
house interiors are fu&et[ with stands of‘ books with every topic I can think OJ[:

‘:jam Jearc/;z'nj f(‘yr a man. "j start ajaz'n, ’%m(m that robbed me (y[\ my rg'y/;t
eye. g, say, % you can see I'rm FaﬁCWay blinded.”



”jkdnow cf black czty dwellers. ” The woman says. ,,;%n([ j t[z'agajaearecf ﬁom my
birth Ja/ace with the company # my two children.”

@ne of‘ the two children ermerqge ﬁom the shadows (?][' a near@ roorm. ji s a young
jz'r[ ﬂ’fﬁearz'nj a red costume as offé&tz'vaf time. Jtis Eeautz'f‘u[

The woman starts to tell me about black citf}/ dwellers. % ffvrce <f power
cfz’ctatz'nj the rules of‘ the Jaeg]ofe of‘ the mainland area.

%j’ wused to take it easy in earfier Jaerz’ozl:f. " The woman says to me, “ogut t/fey
have started to z'mJoo&e controf on Jaeg]svfe fz'vz'nj close to the black cz@/ %u
should see it too. ji 78 7uz'te a J{y/ft ”

‘These dark Engﬁ%& .. ”j say, lyjue&s some of‘ them took my réyh% eye and’
burned- my feﬁ arm. ﬁut as a Jurjon'a“e fe made Jomet/;z'nj with my n{'gﬁdt f«?j.

ﬂ?@nj it]ounjer. ﬁoyou know (ftﬂnjw fike this 77
':j‘certainfy do. " Se says, ‘Take a Jook at my back!”

The woman turns a bit and removes the back side gp frer shirt. Jhe backis an
zmypuf e"lj/ldt % torn and blue area with Joz'nE and green patterns enju&r fer
smooth skin. c% is the Joroc[uct ojp torture. % ([ea{}/ OJC smooth and, Eeautzfuf skin.

“Do what can we do about it 7" ask.
“We can do not/ﬁ’nj. " The woman says, It Gindarella »Eredén 17:}/ the way. ”

I shake kands with the woman and exit the howse to walk away a bit. J start to
think about my enemy. The enemy of the durk chimber. 7n enemy with a
twisted purpose. Why hud I been exposed te his twisted imagination 7 Wy
me 7 Why the young leg 7



Jhe younyg jz'rf in red costume and a lfoy enter the yarc[ close to the house. z;%nc[
tﬁey walk wp to me to show me their latest creation. Jt is a castle carved with

knives ﬁom the Jocal tree Jufffy.

% castle comJofete with Jaaz'ntec[ Enéy/fm sttting on unknown creatures as t/;ey

present their Jatest work to my 5ugoﬁ5e.

‘% is not the castle c?f the black czé}/ dwellers. " JThe jz'rf says, (% is the
(Zjafom'te !

I%u made this castle all @ your&efve& 7 "j ask.

Jhe castle is carved in wood decorated with mufté;afe colours. r;zf the sprouts
have tﬁﬁérent colours than the rest of‘ the castle. gi has a Fuje main area

section, with an oval. J/ftgoe. (Connectz'nj to the sprouts and the ﬁont jarc[en.
The Jaface of\ the Fgafy Eny/ft&

e Jurefy &d. " The c7z'rf says, ”ogut we have made it a routine that everyone
that passes IZ_}/ shall carve a @127/1% toput in the castle.

“do you want me to carve a gnéglft 77

‘ﬁu fave too ./ ”y/tve jz'rf Jay«f, ‘:ﬁue to Jour chat and some coo{z'e&. ’

I i S

j ’m Waf)@'nj aWay ﬁom the Joafe fouse. j ’m thcﬁen’nj b:}/ my&e&p to collect
z'mfre&m'onw ﬁom the Jurrounc[z'nj area. ﬂi s a joft[én Vaffey, that have sunken

into the mountainside, to create Jomet/fz'nj b—eaut?'fu[

&(f bushes with red berries _grow fere. f m surrounded with the mcg'e&tz'c Jﬁg]oe
of‘ the afbernoon skies. W/fere thunderous clouds with imfoainj J/;g]aeef move

mcg’e&tz'caffy over the hot summer fantﬂfcg]ae.

3279] are tﬁundérinj with a hint of' angry power.



J doscend a Joose track that surely kave been wsed by many diwellers in this
mysterious Jand. Fnd as I doscend I come to see tﬁ“omy shapes that resembles
static hedgehogs measuring half ameter standing upright. Dut with an oval
round shape. I ook at them. I try to sense one of them with my right finger.
Dut it starts to move. &IZZ@@ a threatening sound.

deveral of them are Jtzmtﬁ'nj in fine, protected. b:}/ the thorns. Jhe thorns are

’ ’
measuring tWentr}/ centimetres.

I arrive at a cloaring whick Jeads way to a darK chamber. Not too different from
the durk chamber I was pulledinte befere. Fnd to my surprise I find a kuman
skeloton wpon the rocky ground. 7 beam of fight emerges from the top of the
chamber. It is drenched'in a mysterious mist cofouring the cone of fight.

I start to sense S was pulled into this chamber before. J was fying on a platform
that pulled at my back with heavy weight. Fnd J start to picture the man frem
the torture event. Jhe black cloak. The durk fuce. Fend so a sudden
characteristic that made my heart beat: He was also beautiful. T handsome
man with'a pae face.

z;% Jmfe fizce with the characteristic gp an over man.

j walk up toa wall fit b:}/ the mz'Jtr}/ beam OJC fziy/zvt. %nt[ J start to read” ﬁom a
board on a wall

ji Jays.‘ ’cgo you ﬁna/& entered. j fookd ffyr you. j made you twist tn ajony.
ﬁut the times (f mz't[c[fe—ege fave come to an end. j Jook cg%er you. q/fﬁe watt ﬁvr

»
you in the circles connectz'nj Yyou to future times.

J ﬁnc[ a jfow‘inj sword aﬁmj the wall with the board. % m'fve):}/ sword made 5;}/
some my&terz'ouo“ swords master. j take the sword and exit the chamber. c(ln’nj
the sword to cut one g[' the oval /z?ac[ye/ﬁ»j Jﬁzgoea in ﬁda&[:



j m jriffz'nj 7t over open ﬁre.

3cream49, Joud noises!

The screams comes from the pale house with the woman and the two children. I
is a korrid scream, a desperate call for help for three victims. J sneak over there.
J chserve a procession of durk knights riding upon black creatures. Jhat mixes
the Jook of camels with the Jong heads of giraffes.

I walk on the tip WF my toes to enter the eastern side of' the house. I must do this
Jiﬁentfy. Fnd J hear a short and determined conversation. Jhat the dark

Enéyﬁ%& seek a man, a woman and two children.
j enter the ﬁ(mt yartf area with a Jam?f(\vunt[ anger n my mz'c[t[/e—aje heart.

I’W/g}/ do you seek mountain dwellers, women and children?” J ask the dark
fnéy/ft& n ﬁont of‘ me.

'“30 we féuncf you at Jast 7 ”7279 c[arkd Eny/ft J‘d}/&. ”ﬂ/fﬂe will tm@ ]ou to the
black cz'zf}/./ ”

Jhe dark )@y/ft& Jau&ﬁvecs me over into a black saddle. ‘Gindurella ﬁreclén Zs
Jaué‘ﬁe[[ on another creature afonj with her two chifdren. W;t much more is said
or done. ‘We are taken zgm’n&t will 5;}/ a horde of‘ black fnéy[ft&.

The black creatures turn and move to the east.

We enter the black city with exkausted backs. Hoving for kours upen a grey
and shippery road: FE road that must kave endired'many other processions.
Fnd we find a city with a beautifut Jooking entrance. A  gothic stance. Fnd a
cofourfi net of cpposing houses. ‘With fong sheets of patterned cloths that
fiangs from the balconios of the Fowses.



The Jaeg]a/e are mow'nj as emfectecﬁ Ionj slender bodies with Joafe f&cea. ﬁut

also the reccynz'tz'(m of\ male servants. 37‘1 shorter ﬁé{yﬁ%.

ﬂ/V‘é are Jed to a Fuje castle. Wt/; a main area with corny sand. %rouncf this
main circle black walls and towers search ﬁr the skies. “Where thunderin 1g

clouds cut the top (yp the towers ﬁom eye vision.

‘%nc[ fiere you ﬁn([ your chosen destination. @ne (7[\ the dark Eny/t%& says to
me. “We will Erinj you down under the Ju7face. ”

5!23/ Yuewtz'on 7s met 6:}/ stlence.

The night is spent in a dungeon prison. Gindarella Dreden and fer two
children are  put in one celf and my&efjp in ancther. Jhese cells connect to each
other separated, 5:}/ iron bars. In the dungeon a ﬁre is Jit in the middle. dcreams
are heard’ ﬁom tormented prisoners. 5o, black creatures resembling panthers

are seen close to the ﬁre.

Jhese creatures have red . Jtrz(']aeef on their bodies and red heads with Fuje canines
that stretches tu/enz:‘}/ centimetres down ﬁom thetr mouths. c3ometz'meo“ a couJafe

g[:jruarcl:f throws rusted meat towards the creatures that swallows them whele.

‘Gindarella and ﬁfyet to talk a fittle as the ﬁre in the centre egaarffea with an
OTdﬂjEj[OW.‘

mgo what chajaenet[ when v}/ou, went b:}/ your&eﬁp to the coastal mountains 7 ”j
ask ‘Gindarella.

ﬂZ} Jover feﬁ me alone af)ﬁer a couJofe OJC nz’yﬁvta (y[‘ Jrz’m@nj. " ke says.

l;gut what was he fz')@a ? "f aJE



‘%cfrunkden teencyer. ” 3/76 Jav}w, “yZ‘e w<>rkd of a comz’nj outlaw. ”
l% what Way ? ”
472% fad a knife and brown trousers. e says.

44

j /ook~ at the woman and in&tantfy j start to remember. .. %  green e'}/eef. .. m
well mannered. aneak- and intellectual [ powers. .. ﬁ was the jz'rf j once had sex
with and’. feﬁ alone tg%er a couJafe gp nz’y/ft& o]C c[rz’n/@nj.

szzk”z'nj fer Jore:ymmt.
Tjt zs you " Gindarella says. (jnow recgynz'&e the tone (f your voice!”
”;%ncf the children?” S ask quite ashamed.

”@%vu are their fat/ﬁar JZZ@ ""Ginduarella Ererﬁm says.

The nz’y/ft 7S tuﬁ upon my tormented - f&yc%. ﬁez’nj with my teenager Joverin a
dark c[unjeon JuJaervz'Jec[ ﬁ:}/ Jethal men. %nc[ becomin g a fat/;er too. j advice
‘Ginduarella to take it easy. The children should fé/fow their mothers advice. Jo

breathe ea&'fy. Jo think constructive.
%nc[ to prepare fér the worst as these juartﬁy /farclfy can be trusted.

ogut wﬁ:}/ Jeave us alive ﬁr SO f(mj at aff ?

L S

The next cllzy isa scary aWa,@nz'nj as we are p wlled up alon 1g @ staircase onto the
corny sand which have been made into a Joface fér jfatﬁ'atonf. y he children are
Jgjaaratet[ ﬁom ‘Gindarella and me.

j m cyz’ve'n a strange weapon. v;% fonj wae with solid iron b-ejz'nnz'nj and end.
‘Gindarella are  given a sword. Jhe same sword j ffvunc[ in the dark chamber.



% Jot c?f slender Joeg]afe fave jatﬁéref around the circular area re:]area‘entz'nj a
battle jrounc[ ffvr jfacfz'atom‘. y/fey are Jz'ttz'nj on benches overﬁ»ok;'nj the

circular area fér jfac[z'atom".

We await our enemy to the roar cyp black cz'@/ inkabitants. 3717?}/ are cﬁattinj
furz’ou&fy. t/fattz’nj, mak;'nj _gestures, dressed in blueish cfotﬁ;'nj with strands
cy[‘ other colours. Iaujﬂnj even.

%nt[ so the battle beqgins.

;ﬁark' clouds have jatﬁéred' around the towers o]C the black castle. Tlaskes (?f ball
fzj/ftnz’nj erupt ﬁom inside the clouds. (Cofourz'nj the clouds in electric
z'mzye;:y.

The children are Jed away ﬁom us. c(é]b onto the benches with the cz't}/

inkabitants. Gindare/la and j are feﬁ alone on the circular battle jrounc[: z;%ncf
j z'n&tantfy remember the words j read in the dark chamber:

”m watt ﬁr you in the circles connectz'nj you to fut;ure times.

% /fuje creature, a cggt[ Lion 36791'719@ enters the circular area on féur fgy&. ji
is foofz'nj fike the black creatures in the underground prison. Dut it is fmjer.
The red. Jtrzc'foew are seen but also combined with. fmjer skin structures. Wﬂf
z'rrejufar Jﬁ?ga&f fike bold regions mm@'nj the stripes go around them in circles
and connectin g toa yeffow head.

% l;urnz'nj yeffow head coloured fike ﬁre.

Tfa&/edetf erupt in the hoverin 1g clouds. % jfou/‘z'nj {79/797‘9 structure, measurin 1g
ﬁve meters mark:f the centre of' the battle jrouncf gferzfofe rear, some (f them
throws blue f]?m/enf upon the battle jrountﬁ

ji 78 very Juyariainj.



j fave to think. ﬁut j can Farc[{}/ think anymore. Jhe &c[ Iz'on cgcjaz'nac Zs
imJaoa‘inj. z;% group (y[‘ other Jarz'&onenf are Jed" upon the battle jrounc[ b:}/ a group
gp black juartﬁ'tma‘.

Jhe @gc[ Lion 3(792’1&% advance towards our - position. Jhe other - prisoners, given
orcli'nm:}/ spears, walk around it and try to Jou&ﬁ their spears afonj its direction.
ﬁut the creature is malicious, cunm’nj. The black czq}/ inkabitants roar when

the creature advance towards the downtrodden  prisoners.
%nc[ in the distance j hear the call c?f my chitldren:

2%0 around it!” The scream, ”ﬂtfe your, Joofe to your ac[vantcye /"

%nt[ j z'n&tant[y remember...

j remember the words gyok‘en to me b:}/ the over man in the dark chamber. ‘Words
gaokden n afanjucye j cowldn t understand. or@.aut j sensed the mecmz'nj behind
the words. v;% Jtrtmje dialect common to my born fanjutge.

”@%vu didn t amount to much on the  paradise island.” 72% said with a hint cyp
violence, ’gyu cowldn t handJe  group pressure and you couldn t see with your

4

2
eyes ﬁacec[ on emptiness.

j x my eyes on the huqge beast that walks around tn circles, attacking some o
ey ¥} 9

the Jarz’&oner& and three of' them Jaua‘ﬁ@& their spears into the side gp the creature.

Cre (3][‘ them is killed, [Z-}/ its open J'aufa‘.

A thunder is keard once again and a rain starts to pour down on the two (?]p ws.

@n (Cz'nc[areffa and me. q/fﬂe ﬁj/ft close to each other. % creature Waf( around
us. %nc[ j can t Jorg]oer[}/ handle the Joofe.

44/% Juc[cﬁm[y see that fzc'y/ftnz'nj erupts ﬁom the t/func[erz'n{y cJouds and sends
currents gp efectrz'cz'ty down af(mj cables connectin 1g to the centre ga/fere
structure. Q% s fu&etf with the efe'ctrz'cz'?}/ (ﬁ[‘ ﬁjﬂninj and starts to shine.



j Jou/f my Jaofe cgaz'ywt the gaﬁere structure and fu&e efectrz'cz'é}/ into the iron
lf_ejz'nnz'nj of‘ my Jaofe'. jlzjlkdinj the efectrz'cz'éy pour into the Jao/e and afonj an
tron core towards the end. Where I Fit the @gcf Lion :5J9in9c with the end gp
my Jaofe that is Joarafya‘ecf b:}/ the electric chock.

%nc[ the  group cyp other - prisoners descend: wupon the creature to kil it with their

{799617‘6‘.

Jhe cz?y inkabitants on the benches roar in Jtcmtfz'nj ovation.

E S S

%w ‘Gindarella and j walk afonj a Jant(y shore. Jhe same shore j entered
when f feﬁ the Jaarac[z’&e island to enter the coastal area of' the mainfand. ‘We

collect z'mJareJm'onJ ﬁom the waves that rise and descend as t/fey move onto the
beach and roll back into the ocean.

':j‘never could” férjet what you did’to me in the  past. "Gindurella says to e,
”ogut you was wild and’ j was drunken too. ’

“Weas j a JoroéYem to you 7 ”j ask.
”Wg. ""Gindurella says, ‘jfove Wifff‘uf Jaeg]afe. ”

We walk past a wreck and move into the roffz’nj water. Mﬁinj our fejos and’
takdz'nj a swim in the Jafty water. Jhe children are onto ws too. y/z‘éy SWim with
us in silence. % tﬁ‘%}/ stretch their arms and’. /éjé‘ to counteract the hard

currents cy[‘ the ocean.

We docide to g0 back to the Joarat[z'&e island. W(:t as an easy escape but rather to
c[z'&tz'njuzlf/; ourselves with our neuféuncf knowledge.

';But frow can we do it ? ""Gindurella asks.

“We kave to build some kind of' vessel. j suqgest.



We enter the ccean with a raft built by wooden Jogs. Dut the waves crashes
against to shore and the currents make the attempt hard to accompfish.
Moments Jater we are  pulled under the surface by a huge water creature with a
shape hard to see in the rolfing water. Potlod down into the depths of the sea.
Jhe creature, now a fittle bit easier to see, is a black tentacle creature with a
pulsating main body. That pulls its body due to muscle adjustments along its
beige shippery skape.

S wrestle with'the creature and pull myselfup to the surface. I see the sun, J
swallow saft water. Fend J scream a scream and dosperately fook for the bodies
of my companions.

Jhey can be seen.

One cff the children screams to me. tz'nfareffa ermerges afonj my ﬁac£ and. 6‘6{}/6‘
she féuntf Jomet/finj at the bottom o]p the ocean!

j stare into the blue ab:}/&f with blfinded eyes.

S i S

We enter a Juﬁmeyet[ structure with a fack OJC breath. f:nterz'n 19 an area with

air to breathe. jzzzrﬁfec[ stones can be féuntf fere. %n artz'flcz’af construct
resemblin 1g Ejﬁ culture.

ji; is at once deserted, at once the home of‘ sorme Julfmerjed. ocean dweller. v;%
creature, or rather a J/fzgae re&eml;fz'nj a smalf man, meets us above the entrance.

?fé is at first silent, then talkative in the vein of our fersthorn Janqguage.
tguag

7:'% fas a Jtnmje accent. % modi'flcatz’on (f ouUr own ftmjutye.

”

métran ers. ”?fé Says, “ ou must be desperatel: Jeek;'n escape.
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»”

“We are. "j‘ say. “We J'th ech]oec[ a water creature.



W/;en we have rested ﬁr Faﬁ[‘ an hour and heen Jub:]'ectecf to an odd marine dish
the Fa/J[\—man, Faﬁ[‘—creature wonders about our purpose. W@ we came here and
w/f}/ we féuntf fis habitat under the water.

“We were  going to the Joaratﬁ'&e island.” j‘ say, ’;Eut the ocean waves and the

water creature tha(]oef ws in our track.

‘:j;s‘ee. ” y/l‘é man Ja(}/a‘, "jccm tel/ ﬁom the foof c?f‘ v}/ou, that v}/ou, are Jofqyinj

”

cyaz'n&t z'mJao&m'Efe odds. %u need a reﬁ*e&ﬁ;'nj Jook at your Joo&m’ﬁz’fz’tz’e&.
“We Jurefy do.”

‘Then J’oz'n me fér a game of‘ ﬁrz’cﬂf ” 7:6; says to me, wa‘z’ff telf you frow to

»”»
move ﬁntﬁér.

Gindarella and the children go down a marbled staircase and c[z'JaJaJaear nto a
c[ark-fy Jit room. j can t see the interior gp this room. ﬁut jgyue&f ﬁom the Jook
gp the Julfmeryecf structure that the ayuatz'c man must be an z'nteffz{'yent man

indeed. The roojp s decorated with marbled arches made of‘ stone. %nc[ the table
ﬁr the  game is made in a cJassic clémc'yn resemﬁfinj /ﬁj/f culture.

The  game 56:72'716 afier j have been instructed about the rules oJC the  game. gi s a
board.. game. gfz'ecea of' reffectz’ve stones, made tn opposing colours, make up the
c[zﬁérent stdes ojﬁ the  game. tom(;afete with a stone board where the Jaz’ece& can

advance towards vz'ctor}/ or cfeféat.

j put ﬁrce tomy pieces and the  game CléVGf(?]ﬂJ into a tuﬁ' Jecture concerning the
Jimits g[' my z'nteffectuaf(jaoWerJ.

You see. " The aguatic man says after an expected victory. “You found'a dark
destiny due to your decadent youth. You couldn t see with clarity upon your
chances and you never could see Jife as it played out befere you. I say this with
great conviction. The way of your play reveals the weaknesses of your heart. OFf



your CONSCLOUSTESS. @f your mind. %pu had to endure many tortures. Jo see
the fzjﬁt on the other side c?f the coin. ﬁut to see /z'fé as a hero reveals many
ohstacles. %nc[ ts onfy due to the board. game that one can reffect upon fz’fé to

”

see tts meanz'nj n joleén colours. %u have to rise once cgaz'n.

I;Eut Wﬁ}/ do you say this? ”ﬁf ask, ’% J fave been hunted., b:}/ a man superior
to me. ;% 59autz'fi¢f man but also a man of' cruefty. ’

‘% is the black cz?y dwellers. " JThe ayuatz'c man says, ’%y search ffvr weakness

”

to c[e&troy it or make it  grow.

j Jook down into the board game with the circular arrangement of‘ stone pieces
maEz’nj a strange symmetry. «?‘ZE/ own pieces have been surrounded., b:}/ the
aguatz'c man s Jaz’ece,s. %nt[ t/evee}/ are féunt[ ﬁzgife in their surrounded”

condition.
‘%w Fave]ou endured”? ”jasftﬁé ayuatz'c man.

'jfave not.  Jhe man says with Jurjaria‘e, ’%u see. j have hard to see fz"fé ﬁom
the riy/ft perspective. j Jafay the  garme. j have built a Jul;meyjec[ structure.

»

BY21/4 j can t see with cfarz'@/ upon my purpose. ’
lyam Jugorz'&ecﬁ ”

ji isa mystery. " The man says, szé is revealed due to opposites. v;%nc[ the
_game reveals secrets mak;'nj the J'ourne:}/ easter to understand. ﬁut this caref'uf
cﬁ'@a(']afz'ne ‘Jo see. s Jomet/fz'nj j still kaven t mastered.

“ »
j understand.

Jhe aquatic man is Wavz'nj 7t 0]9[.‘ ﬁre&&etf as heisina ﬁne costume with a white
shirt and a ' green tze. @Vé descend the statrcase Jeadin g to the Jarffy Jit room. Jo
our Juijarz'efe we ﬁnc[ (Cz'nc[areffa and the children fyinj in beds made fér other



aquatic structure dwellers. Other water creatures @r would' j say ayuatz'c

men ?) also fie there snoring in the closed. (ﬁ‘ space.

ji Zs ﬁeaut?'f'u/:

‘Gindarella and j are back at the Janclj/ shore. Jhe children are feﬁ re&tz'nj n
the ayuatz’c structure. We have been instructed that the wreck afonj the beackh

contains future eyug']ament that will make it easier fér us to move to the Jaaratﬁ'&e
island.

Jo owur surprise ayuatz’c suits, thrusters and fiefmets are féuntf inside the wreck.

togo&e& are &in 1g there. &Jtz'n 1g, as they are, itn watt fér another k;'njc&am.

We  put on the aguatz'c SUTLs. fguya ourselves with the hefmets and the
thrusters. And we move into the water, afon 1g with my en'fvm:}/ sword, to enter the
ccean. %nc[ Jauff ourselves with future  power in Jul;meget[ condition up to the
paradise island.

We enter the shore. Fend Jinstantly remember the beack I walked across at
youth. The fisking spots. The rewing boats. The saifing boats with multiple
pulting mechanisms, fying in a sifent karbour. Fend some miscellancous peoplo
walking with comfort upon tired Jegs.

We enter the forest feading to the plateaw that is the place of the fiuman village.
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Jhe ﬁre&t s (lég]o and thick. Ghock fuff cyp orange Jofemt& and shrieks can be
feard” ﬁom recczgmlmﬁfe monEe}/ Jﬁ?gae&. Tkat rather are birdJike in their J%Wz'nj

movement hetween the trees.

The Fuman w'ffcye 75 fook;'nj quz'te stmilar as of‘ b-efére but details have cﬁanjecf
The Jafateau is brownish and chock fuff and. szjajaery water holes. W/tz’re small
creatures, fookdz'nj fike rg]atz'/é carnivores, rushes away ﬁom our gmo@ walk.



%716[ as we enter the main square of\ the w'ffcye we see /;uje ﬁw/fz'nj nets mounted
upon railin 1gs. ngme ﬁ&ﬁermen use Enz’fé& to ;@ff /mje ﬁ&/f creatures. q/fﬁitﬁ
emerald blue scales, _green ﬁna‘ and’. recljaWJ.

W/g}/ this o“fauj/fter 7 Wﬁ}/ the sense eacjoerz'ence o]p Juﬂérz'nj in the air 7

ﬁ is revealed that the dark. Enégﬁ, the man exfom'nj me to torture, to the
b_urnz'nj c?f my feﬁ arm and the t/feﬁ (?f my réy/;t eye, Zs c[z'rectz'nj business.

%ﬁ’ 7S J'uat Jtancﬁ'nj there. %itz'nj fér me. 5;1 the circle (y[‘ the main square ojp
the w’ffcye. ﬁrow‘n soif, Jtz'nk-z'nj dead” ﬁ&/f and rg]atz'fe creatures arrange a scene
that is Faffiv’ay past, /tdaﬁ[‘u/ay future.

l%u made it.  The black Emjﬁ% says.

He is handsome. Cite slender. Pale head: FE dirk robe with a Hlack cloak.
But fe is also having a geldeon sword: Fe is two and a halfmeters fong. tn
over man. S - grotesque vision of something humans never can understand. Dut
fie also fias personal traits. 7€ Jong nose with a blue shade. Gheeks with red
areas that runs with precise fines along the sharp features of his face.

7:'% has a  piercing Jook with blue eyes.
j take hold c?f‘ the ﬁ/ve;:y sword to advance to his Jooon'tz'on.

“do Yyou ﬁnaffy Jou&/eved" chy(mcf your, Jarevz'oua state o]p consciousness.  Jhe
ﬁfacf Enz’y/evt Jay&, ”ﬁf’m cggwm cgatyr and we will have a Jast duel. %u and me.
‘Gindarella can step aside.”

‘M/‘é enter the cfearz'nj in the middle qf the square. @t/fer dark dwellers move
astde to make space ffvr our common duel. Jhe dark Enéyﬁt directs his jof([en

sword to the J/G'&f and we start the duel.



j end of f fiim. j wll myselfcloser. j ste b-ackd. @ur swords cling into each
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other b:}/ the movement OJF my r{y/;t arm. %t the burned one.

Still it is painful.

‘This is the secret.” The dark Enziy/e% says, «%yu were given a mission to Jou&/f
l;(f}/onc[ your decadent condition to become a better man and to value fzfé due to
the impressions you ffvunc[ on the way. Witk tortures and, lf_lemf\uf states. j
gave you a young réy/;t fe:y to make you wonder and to start to see fz'fé as an

absurd event in between opposites. ”
I:«Eut j still has to kill you. "j‘ say.

‘To kil me or to die. " The dark Eny/t% says, (%ncf the metmz’nj you seek, ‘The
Jeez'nj " is J'th the nejfect of‘ Jaom’tz've thinkin 1g. Jo start to see fzfé as a black
Jafate ?f‘ notﬂnj. ”

l% 7t c]’ueft so/ f ask.
l:j"m serdous.  Jhe dark Enz’y/edt says.

The battle continues as j fisz due to kicks ﬁom the dark Eny/c% j ﬁ/f to the
jrounc[, ﬁftﬁ:}/ Jay Jﬁgpes stare upon us as we battle ﬁvr stmilar jrouncf % the

dark. Engﬁt has made the paradise island pecple suffer and catch fisk for
defiverance to the black city.

"jmff not kill you. " The dark kdnzc'yfzvt says, ’yﬁff spare your fz']% due to Yyour

twisted condition.

j don ’tfz'cften to the man as he fifts hits golden sword for the k;'f[ j roll sidewa S,

g 54
throws my en'fver:}/ sword cgaz'n&t his throat and it sticks as the dark Eng/ft stnks
down upon tﬁéﬁft@jrounc[



?:fe dies Lg%er another blow with the Jl'/'\/el:}/ sword. 1;% j?ﬁ ﬁom a certain swords
master. z;%nc[ a jfou/‘z'nj sword. JZ;&; stronger b:}/ black mcyz’c.

I i S

,f enter a harbour area on the north side OJC the Joaracﬁ'&e island. j see black cz'é}/
dwellers ﬁjﬁ% with Jocals and some OJF them ﬁsz dead to the jrouncﬁ Their jofcﬁm

JFZJQJ‘ are Furnz'nj. Their magenta sails kit ﬁre and are consumed, b:}/ hellisk

ffame&.

J walk u(]orzc'y/;t in a new condition. % condition of‘ conguest femﬁ'nj to a memory
z'mJofzmtec[ 17:}/ the dark Eny/ft

That Jeez'nj 78 not tru[y Jeez'nj. Tkat a true fero knows hits Jimits. Iz'mz't& to
watch and observe fzfé in Joofar opposites. ﬁut to value fz'fé in a mode of' negative
t/fink;'nj. fra&z’nj the tﬁvouj/;t.‘ (Iz'fé Zs ﬁeautzfu[ ”

z;% jifi ﬁom the mind o][\ a dark )Qnyﬁ%

THE END



